Life Sketch

Of

William Wadley

(Short Sketch sent in the WWW news letters 1943)
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William Wadley, oldest son of Edward Wadley and Ann Reynolds Wadley, was born October 8, 1825, in Parish of Newent, Gloucestershire, England. At the age of seven he was sent to work for a farmer quite a distance from home. His job was to feed and care for the farm horses and then ride the lead horse in the fields. The horses worked single file. They were fed about three o’clock in the morning, so they could start working at day break. As he grew older he did other work and became a very efficient farmer. At the age of nineteen he quit farming and went to Wales to work in the coalmines. It was here he heard the Mormon missionaries and was baptized December 4, 1848 and was confirmed the next Sunday by David John, who later became president of the Utah Stake at Provo, Utah.

About three months after joining the church he was ordained a teacher and then later a priest and was sent out to preach the gospel. About a year later he was ordained an Elder and continued his missionary work in Wales until April, 1851, when he was released from Wales and returned to England, where he continued to explain the principles of the gospel to his family and friends and had the privilege of baptizing this father, mother, brother Joseph, and many others.

There being sufficient converts to the church, a branch was organized at Linton. Later there were two to other branches formed, and a district was organized and he was appointed to preside over it until released to immigrate to Zion. 

William and his brother Joseph left their father’s home on January 5, 1853, for Liverpool, where he took passage on a sailing ship in the Vincent Shurtliff Company, which after reaching the United States, sailed up the Mississippi River to near where St. Louis now stands.  This was where the Latter-day Saints were outfitted for the trip to Salt Lake Valley. Because of the great number of emigrants coming across the pains, all of the available cattle had been purchased, so he and two other men were selected to go back farther from the river and purchase the stock needed for the Shurtliff Company. They traveled on foot over one thousand miles before sufficient stock could be purchased for the trip to the Valley.

They arrived in Salt Lake City on September 28, 1853. The next morning he hired out to Franklin D. Richards. He also purchased a city lot and started planting crops. He was especially interested in fruit and planted all the seed he could obtain. In the spring of 1855 he sold his lot and moved to Ogden, taking with him the trees he had started and replanting them on the lot he purchased in Ogden. One of his peach trees bore three peaches in 1857, which were the first peaches to be grown in Ogden. 
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In April, 1860, he married Isabella McKay. Of this union twelve children were born.

During the winter of 1857 he stood guard in Echo Canyon while Johnston’s Army was camped at Ft. Bridger. In the winter of 1860 he was called by Lorren Far because of his experience in mining in Wales, to blast away a large cliff of rocks in Ogden Canyon to complete the road between Ogden and Huntsville. This spot was known afterwards as Wadley Rock.

At the fall Conference in 1862, he was called by President Young to assist in settling Southern Utah. Preparations were made, and he and his family moved to Washington County about four miles east of St. George and lived there during the winter. Again he dug up his trees and hauled them to Washington County. While helping to drain the swamps in the Washington fields he contracted chills and fever, which almost took his live, and he was advised to move to a higher altitude. He moved to Diamond Valley about twelve miles north. In 1865, after regaining his health, he sold out and was sent by President Erastus Snow to assist in colonizing the Beaver Dam section. He took a load of fruit trees and with others plowed some land, made irrigation ditches and built a dam. He then planted the trees, after which time the men returned for their families. Shortly after, a heavy storm and cloudburst washed away the trees, the irrigation ditches, and even the ground, so the project was abandoned. He then moved to Pine Valley, a very pretty valley in the top of the Pine Valley Mountains.  Here he planted another orchard, and some trees are still bearing fruit. He also raised potatoes and wheat, which had to be cut and threshed by hand.

William’s brother Joseph had located at Pleasant Grove. Being desirous of returning to England on a mission, he wanted William to take care of his farm while he was away. He, therefore, was released from his mission and moved to Pleasant Grove in 1872. After his brother returned, he purchased a squatter right to eight acres of land two miles north of Pleasant Grove, which he homesteaded. At this time, much of the ground in the neighborhood had been abandoned, as it would form a hard crust on the surface after it had been irrigated by flooding, and some people said he could starve to death as nothing could be raised on that heavy clay ground. With his vast experience, he was able to overcome the great difficulty by corrugating or furrowing the ground and not letting the water spread over the surface.  By this method he was able to raise fair crops. He also had secured some alfalfa seed that had come from California while he was in Southern Utah. This he planted, and the results were remarkable. It not only yielded abundantly, but it was just what the ground needed to lighten it up. The ground that was thought to be worthless proved to be very productive. He continued his fruit nursery and supplied young trees for homemakers all over Utah and Salt Lake Counties. For many years he had the only grape vineyard of tender California grapes in Northern Utah.

On November 13, 1888, he was set apart to perform a short mission to England. He landed there on November 28, and returned to Pleasant Grove on April 4, 1889. He brought with him two very close friends, Thomas Clufford and his wife Meria Clufford. He also advanced the passage for John Illes, his sister Alice, and Heber White, who came two months later.

William died on June 28, 1912, at the age of eighty-seven years, eight months and twenty days.

(For a complete account of William Wadley see Effie Adams’ book ‘Tiller of the Earth’)
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