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I am truly grateful for the opportunity of paying my tribute of respect to this fine sister who has been called home.

There is nothing in all the world that I am so grateful for, as an individual, as my personal testimony of the divinity of the work to which this good sister gave her life, and I am never so thankful for a knowledge of the Gospel as upon occasions of this kind. It has been my privilege to travel in some of the different countries of the world, Canada, Mexico, and far-off Japan, and in different parts of the United States, and there are no funerals which I have ever attended that compare with those of the Latter-day Saints. There is a peace; there is a serenity; there is a feeling that I have never found anywhere else in the world. 

The Latter-day Saints, who are Saints, have no fear of death. They realize, if they have been faithful as our good sister has, that there is an everlasting reward waiting for them on the other side. I never think of my own dear mother (father died when I was nine years old) as being in the grave. I think of the great joy that she is having associating with father, with the Prophet Joseph and Patriarch Hyrum, and with those fine women she knew in Nauvoo. I think of that wonderful reunion that she is enjoying and I rejoice in it.

I think that there is nothing in the world that compares with a perfect and absolute faith that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, the Redeemer of mankind, and to know that in very deed Joseph Smith was the instrument in the hands of God to again establish the plan of life unto salvation.

This good woman has had a splendid family which she has reared and left to this Gospel, and I can add nothing, I am sure, to what has already been said here regarding her. I was not intimately acquainted with her, but I know of her family. I know of their devotion, I know of their love of the truth, and that they have followed, as she did, the truths of the Gospel. The great credit, of course, is due to her for having set the example, and I think the inspiration of the Lord was with her in rearing her family.

I am sure that it is only natural that the mother has a greater influence with her children than the father can possibly have because he is separated from them so much in comparison with the constant companionship and association of the mother with her children. 

I have found people who have been live-long members of different churches, and I have heard quoted time and time again, "Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead if the dead rises not at all, why are ye then baptized for the dead?" Many times after hearing it, I have asked them what that means, and I have never found anyone who knew, only that it was a part of their services. We know what it means. We know exactly the marvelous and wonderful work that is being accomplished for the dead in our temples.  We know of the wonderful salvation which awaits the just. We know of the wonderful promises given in the seventy-sixth chapter of the Doctrine and Covenants;  "Who glorifies the Father, and saves all the workmanship of his hands."  When you think about the wonderful plan of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, it is quite beyond the comprehension of man.

I pray the comforting influences of the Spirit of the Lord that I have enjoyed upon many occasions on the death of a mother, wife or child, or grandchild, may be given to this family who are bereaved for a short time in their home of their mother and grandmother.

May the blessings of the Lord abide with them, I ask in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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